Tiger Crochet Character Hat Tutorial
by Ashley Ludlow
Owner of My Sweet Somethings
http://mysweetsomethings.blogspot.com
Difficulty: Intermediate
Hooks: U.S. size “K” (6.50 MM), size “J” (6.00 MM) and size “H” (5.00 MM)
Yarn: 4 Ply Medium Weight Yarn
Colors: Cream or Beige, Light Pink, Black, and Orange.
All stitches are in American crochet terms.
Stitches and abbreviations you need to know:
y/o – yarn over
Rnd – round (working in the round)
Row – row (working in rows)
st – stitch
ch – chain
sl st – slip stitch
dc – double crochet
sc – single crochet
sc2tog – single crochet decrease (or sc dec)
hdc – half double crochet
tr – triple crochet (or treble crochet)
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Special Stitches:
dcmcl- double crochet moving cluster (*y/o, insert hook into same st, y/o and pull up a loop, y/o, pull through 2
loops on the hook, (you have 2 loops left on the hook), y/o, insert hook into the next st, y/o and pull up a loop,
y/o, pull through 2 loops on the hook, (you have 3 loops left on the hook), y/o, pull through all 3 loops on the
hook*)
**It is IMPORTANT to remember that when doing the double crochet moving cluster (dcmcl) that you always
start in the same stitch you are currently working from. Read it over carefully and follow it step by step until
you get the hang of how it works. I have included photos to help you see what it looks like.

The Hat:
Work with orange colored yarn and size “K” (6.50 MM) hook.
ch 3, sl st in first ch to create loop. Tuck the end of the yarn around the loop so you crochet over it as you go.

Rnd 1: ch 2, 10 dc in loop, sl st in first dc of round. Pull the end of the yarn that you’ve crocheted over tight to
close the hole in the center. Weave in now or later. (10 st)
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Rnd 2: ch 2, dc in same st, dcmcl [y/o, insert hook into same st, y/o and pull up a loop, y/o, pull through 2 loops
on the hook, (you have 2 loops left on the hook), y/o, insert hook into the next st, y/o and pull up a loop, y/o,
pull through 2 loops on the hook, (you have 3 loops left on the hook), y/o, pull through all 3 loops on the hook],
*dc in same st, dcmcl, repeat around from * 8 times, dc in same st, dcmcl moving into the sl st from previous
round (see photo), sl st in first dc of round. (21 st including sl st)

Rnd 3: ch 2, 2 dcmcl, dc in same st, *3 dcmcl, dc in same st, repeat around from * 5 times, dc in same st, sl st in
first dcmcl of round. (28 st including sl st)
Rnd 4: ch 2, dc in same st, *2dcml, dc in same st, repeat around from * 12 times, dcmcl moving into the sl st
from previous round, sl st in to first dc of round. (42 st including sl st)
Rnd 5: ch 2, dcmcl moving through each stitch around, sl st into first
dcmcl of the round. (42 st including sl st)
Rnd 6-12: repeat round 5
Depending on the size hat you want to make, you can add or remove
rounds as you see fit.
Additionally, if you find this hat too difficult, you can always crochet a
different style hat and sew the facial features on that hat. I find this
stitch to provide the least amount of holes and therefore more surface
area to sew on facial features. I also really like the uniform look and
thickness.
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The Mask:
Work with cream colored yarn and size “J” (6.00MM) hook.
Rnd 1: ch4, 2sc in 2nd ch from hook, sc next st, 3sc in last st working your way around to the other side of the
chain, sc in next st, sc in final st which is also the same st you worked the first 2sc. (8 sc)

Rnd 2: Do not join. Working in a continual round, 2sc in first sc from previous round, 2sc in next st, sc in next
st, 2sc in next 3 st, sc in next 2 st (13 sc)
Rnd 3: 2sc in next 3 st, sc in next 4 st, 2sc in next 3 st,
sc in next 3 st (19 sc)
Rnd 4: sc in next 3 st, 3sc in next st, sc in next 9 st, 3sc
in next st, sc in next 5 st. (23 sc)
Rnd 5: sc in next 3 st, 2sc in each of the next 3 st, sc in
next 9 st, 2sc in each of the next 3 st, sc in next 5 st, sl
st in first sc from the round. Leave a long tail at the end
to sew the mask onto the hat. Sew in the tail from the
start of the mask.

The Eyes (make 2):
Work with black colored yarn and size “H” (5.00 MM) hook.
ch 3, sl st in first ch to create a loop
Rnd 1: ch 1, 6sc in loop, sl st in first sc of round, leave a string long enough
to sew eye onto mask. Sew in the starting string making a tight seal in the
center.
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The Mouth:
Work with cream colored yarn and size “J” (6.00MM) hook.
Row 1: ch 9, sc in first ch from hook and in each ch across (8sc), ch 1 and turn
Row 2: sc in each st across (8sc), ch1 and turn
Row 3: sc2tog, sc in next 4 st, sc2tog (6sc), ch 1 and turn
Row 4: sc in each st across (6sc), ch1 and turn
Row 5: sc in next 2 st, sc2tog, sc in last 2 st (5sc), ch1 and
turn
Row 6: sc in each st across (5sc), ch1 and turn
Row 7: sc, sc2tog, sc in last 2 st (4sc), ch1 and turn
Row 8: sc in each st across (4sc), ch1 and turn
Row 9: sc2tog, sc2tog (2sc), ch1 and turn
Row 10: sc in each st across (2sc)
Finish off leaving a tail to sew mouth onto the hat. Sew in the beginning tail.

The Tongue:
Work with pink colored yarn and size “J” (6.00MM) hook.
Row 1: ch 7, sc in first ch from hook and in each ch across (6sc), ch 1 and turn
Row 2: sc, sc2tog, sc2tog, sc (4sc), ch 1 and turn
Row 3: sc in each st across (4sc), ch1 and turn
Row 4: sc, sc2tog, sc (3sc), ch 1 and turn
Row 5: sc in each st across (3sc), ch1 and turn
Row 6: sc2tog, sc (2sc), ch1 and turn
Row 7: sc2tog (1sc)
Finish off leaving a tail to sew tongue onto the mouth. Sew in the beginning tail.

Tiger Crochet Character Hat Pattern by Ashley Ludlow, Owner of My Sweet Somethings
http://mysweetsomethings.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/mysweetsomethings
http://www.etsy.com/shop/sweetsomethingsbyash

The Nose:
Work with pink colored yarn and size “J”
(6.00MM) hook.
This will be worked in a continual round (aka
without joining rounds.)
ch 3, sl st into first ch to make a loop
Rnd 1: ch 1, 5 sc into the loop, do not join. (5sc)
Rnd 2: 2sc in first sc of previous round, 2sc in each of the next 4 st (10sc)
Rnd 3: sc in next st, *2sc in next st, sc in next 2 st, repeat from * 2 more times,
13sc)
Rnd 4: 2sc in first st, sc in each st around (14sc) About this time you may want to tie off the starting end. Secure
it so the center of the first round is tight and there is no hole.
Rnd 5: repeat round 4 (14sc)
Rnd 6: sc2tog, *sc in next 2 st, sc2tog, repeat from * 2 more times (10sc) sl st in next st and finish off leaving a
tail to sew the nose to the muzzle.

The Muzzle:
Work with cream colored yarn and size “J” (6.00MM) hook.
ch3, sl st in first ch to create a loop
Rnd 1: ch1, 6sc in loop (6sc) do not join
Rnd 2: 3sc in first sc of the first round, sc in next 2 st, 3sc in next st, sc in next 2 st (10sc)
Rnd 3: 2sc in each of the next 3 st, sc in each of the
next 2 st, 2sc in each of the next 3 st, sc in each of the
next 2 st (16sc)
Rnd 4: *sc in next st, 2sc in next st, repeat from * 2
more times, sc in next 3 st, **2sc in next st, sc in next
st, repeat from ** 2 more times, sc in next st (22sc)
Rnd 5: sc in next 3 st, 2sc in each of the next 3 st, sc
in next 8 st, 2sc in each of the next 3 st, sc in next 5 st
(28sc)
Rnd 6: sc in each st around (28sc)
Tiger Crochet Character Hat Pattern by Ashley Ludlow, Owner of My Sweet Somethings
http://mysweetsomethings.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/mysweetsomethings
http://www.etsy.com/shop/sweetsomethingsbyash

Rnd 7: repeat rnd 6 (28sc)
Rnd 8: sc in next 4 st, sc2tog 3 times, sc in next 8 st, sc2tog
3 times, sc in next 4 st (22sc), sl st in next st and finish off
leaving a tail to sew the muzzle to the hat.
The Ears (Make 2):
Work with cream and orange colored yarn and size “J”
(6.00MM) hook.
Row 1: With cream ch 4, sc in first ch from hook, sc in next ch, 3sc in last ch working around to the other side
of the ch, sc in the next 2 st. Do not join. ch1 and turn.
Row 2: sc in the next 2 st, 2sc in each of the next 3 st, sc in the next st, sc in the last st switching to orange, ch1
and turn

Row 3: sc in next 5 st, sl st in next st, ch1 and turn
Row 4: skip sl st and sc in all 5 sc from previous rnd.
Finish off leaving a tail long enough to sew the ear to the hat. Sew in all other tails.
The Short Stripes (make 2):
Work with black colored yarn and size “J” (6.00MM) hook.
ch7, sl st in first ch from hook, sc in next ch, hdc in next ch, dc in next ch, tr in next ch, dtr in last ch. Finish off.
Leave a tail to sew the stripes to the hat.
The Long Stripes (make 2):
Work with black colored yarn and size “J” (6.00MM) hook.
ch8, sl st in first ch from hook, sc in next 2 ch, hdc in next ch, dc in next ch, tr in next 2 ch.
Finish off. Leave a tail to sew the stripes to the hat.
The Forehead Stripe:
Work with black colored yarn and size “J” (6.00MM) hook.
ch13, sl st in first ch from hook, sc in next, hdc in next, dc in next 2 ch, tr in next 2 ch, dc in next 2 ch, hdc in
next, sc in next, sl st in last ch.
Finish off. Leave a tail to sew stripe to the hat.
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Assembly
1. Stuff the nose with Polyester Fiberfill. Sew it to the middle
of the muzzle.
2. Sew the tongue onto the mouth.
3. Sew the eyes onto the mask. Sew the
eyebrows onto the mask (I used the
embroidery chain stitch. You can use
whatever method works best for you.)
4. Sew the mouth close to the rim of the beanie (see photo).
5. Sew the mask just above the mouth.
6. Lightly stuff the muzzle and sew it
closed, then sew between the mouth and
the mask to create the nose area.

7. Sew on the forehead stripe right above

the mask.

8. Sew both ears onto the hat.
9. Sew on the remaining stripes as pictured

in the photo.

At this point, you can decide whether or not you’ll add braids and ear flaps to the side.

The Ear Flaps:
Work with orange colored yarn and size “K” (6.50 MM) hook.
The ear flaps take up a total of 8 stitches from the final row of the hat. Fold the hat in half with the nose at one
end. Choose an area to start that is toward the back side of the hat. Remember to count out the 8 stitches to see
how to space out the ear flaps. (See photo.)
Row 1: sl st into the starting stitch, ch 2, dcmcl 7 times (7 stitches), ch 2
and turn
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Row 2: dcmcl 6 times (6 st), ch2 and turn
Row 3: dcmcl 5 times (5 st), ch2 and turn
Row 4: dcmcl 4 times (4 st), ch2 and turn
Finish off and sew in loose tails.

When you’ve finished the ear flaps, you can choose to crochet around the entire edge of the hat if you’d like.
Sometimes I’ll do a single crochet or a reverse single all the way around with black yarn for contrast, but
sometimes I’ll leave the hat the way it is and begin with the braids.
The Braids:
Because there are 4 stitches at the end of each ear flap, I usually do a 4 strand rope braid. You can do whatever
kind of braid you’d like. If you’re doing a basic 3 strand braid, I recommend pulling the yarn through equally in
all 4 stitches and make it divisible by 3 (3 pieces of yarn in each of the 4 stitches = 3 strands of 4 pieces of yarn
each). Then braid to your heart’s content! I like to use black, orange, tan, or light pink yarn to match the hat.
Sometimes I’ll just use all black to keep it simple. It’s up to you! Get creative and make it your own. Keep your
tension just right so not to cause bunching/twisting OR loose braids or holes. When you get to the bottom of the
braid, tie the entire thing in a knot. Pull tight and cut off the ends so they are even.

Tiger Crochet Character Hat Pattern by Ashley Ludlow, Owner of My Sweet Somethings
http://mysweetsomethings.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/mysweetsomethings
http://www.etsy.com/shop/sweetsomethingsbyash

You’re finished! Give yourself a pat on the back!
Feel free to make as many as you’d like and sell them at craft fairs or in your shop (online or in person).
Please do not sell or re-sell this pattern.
Please do not copy this pattern, or claim it as your own.
Give credit where credit is due. Let people know where you got the pattern, so they can buy it for themselves.
Thank you so much for being a supporter of My Sweet Somethings and handcrafters everywhere!
-Ashley Ludlow 
Tiger Crochet Character Hat Pattern/Tutorial Copyright © 2012 My Sweet Somethings LLC
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